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Who we are:
213 employees

19 offices around the state 

Department of Early Learning 101



“Together, with parents and 

partners, we offer children 

world-class learning 

opportunities so they realize 

their full potential.”

Department of Early Learning 101

Our vision:



What we do:
Child care licensing and monitoring

Child care subsidy policy

State-funded preschool program (ECEAP)

Early Support for Infants and Toddlers

Head Start State Collaboration Office

Washington Kindergarten Inventory of 
Developing Skills (WaKIDS) pilot

Seeds to Success (Washington’s Quality 
Rating and Improvement System)

Parent support and information

Department of Early Learning 101



Senate Bill 6593
Transferred program

Renamed program

Effective July 1, 2010

ESIT staff moving this week!

Smooth transition
For staff

For local lead agencies

For families receiving services

Early Support for Infants and Toddlers 

transfer



Children with disabilities and developmental delays 

are, first and foremost, children!

Move supported by Governor, Legislature, DSHS 

Secretary, DEL Director

DEL has primary focus/interest in children and families 

birth to 5

Systems/service delivery integration opportunities

Increase visibility of the program 

Policy implications/opportunities

Why ESIT belongs at DEL!



Part C determination letter issued to DSHS 

Secretary Dreyfus from OSEP on June 3 

Washington meets requirements of Part C

Commended by OSEP for vast improvements

Congrats to ESIT!



Focus on maintaining Part C compliance status

Integration with DEL programs

Incorporation of ESIT into DEL strategic plan

Continued leadership for ESIT in state birth to

3 plan                                                                                                                      

Continue to consider governance integration 

strategies (ELAC, SICC, etc.)

Continue to consider ESIT’s role in  

implementing the Early Learning Plan

What’s next?



www.del.wa.gov/esit



Under “Child Development, Health & Safety” tab
Questions about early intervention

Early intervention services

Program eligibility

Getting help early matters

System Improvement Project

Interagency Coordinating Councils

We welcome your feedback and suggestions!

www.del.wa.gov/esit



Questions?


